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- INTRODUCTION - 
I t  is not easy to explain to people in other 
countries how sports activities in Flanders 
are structured. The organization of sports is 
greatly influenced by the suucture of the 
Belgian government. 

Since the Constitution was revised in 1971, 
sports have become a matter for the "Com- 
munities." This means that sports poticy in 
Flanders is entirely under the jurisdiction 
of the Flemish Community, from legislation 
to administration. The Same applies to 
the French-speaking and German-speaking 
Communities. Each has jurisdiction in its 
own territory. 

Now it is 1990. A description of the present 
BLOSO structure follows, with attention 
given to innovations of the last decade 
such as the Flemish Staff Training Commis- 
sion, the FlemishTop Sports Bureau and the 
Flemish School Sports Foundation. 
BLOSO has always uied to have a sports 
policy which was adapted to new trends in 
society and which had a Flemish character. 
As long as there are people, sports and re- 
creation wil1 continue to evolve. Each change 
in society wil1 sooner or later have an in- 
fluence on sports activities. Consider for a 
moment the application of modern manage- 
ment andmarketing techniques to thefieldof 

Since sports are exclusively a matter for the 
Communities, this means by implication that 
the national government has no authority in 
the area of sports. There is, therefore, no 
"Belgian" sports policy. The Flemish, the 
French and the German Communities de- 
termine their own course of action auto- 
nomously and completely independently of 
each other. 

In Flanders, the government provides sig- 
nificant logistic help to sports. BLOSO, 
the Flemish sports administration, numbers 
about 500 Ml-timefunctionaries.For anarea 
with approximately 5,7 million residents, 
this is quite unique by Western European 
standards. This situation results from a 
growthprocess in atypically Belgian context. 
The desire of the Flemish and the Walloon 
peoples to find a concrete expression oftheir 
own identity has had a great influence on 
sports. The struggle for emancipation - cer- 
tainly in Flanders - has on two occasions 
given rise to the rapid expansion of sports 
policy. 

The first occasion was attheend ofthe sixties. 
Circumstances led to the creation ofBLOSO 
(Administration for Physical Education, 
Sports and Outdoor Activities) and to the 
rapid development of a Flemish governmen- 
tal policy for sports. The second acceleration 
coincided with the last years of the seventies 
when a suong impulse was provided to or- 
ganized sports inFlanders through the estab- 
lishment of Flemish sports associarions and 
the development of community sports ser- 
vices. 

sports, which may-wel1 be ;he biggest chal- 
Ienge during the next ten years. Or consider 
the consequences of a united Europe after 
1992 and the role which spons canplay in it. 
The need for adaptation to these and other 
trends in our changing society is a new 
challenge for BLOSO. The role of govern- 
ment in connection with leisure activities 
should be regulatory and supplemental. 
Spons also involve ause offree time basedon 
considerations ofhealthand fitness. Techno- 
logical progress is not necessarily advan- 
tageous for our physical condition. Alenness 
is needed more than ever, for creativity and 
ingenuity are essential ingredients of future 
sports policy. 
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DIRECTORATE, ADMINISTRATION 
AND OPERATION 

T h e  directorate is responsible for the 
administration and operation of the BLOSO 
Sports Centres, the coastal yacht harbours 
and the bodies ofwater which belong to the 
Flemish Community. As the most important 
area of acavity for the directorate, the Sports 
Centres make it possible for the BLOSO 
"Sport-for-All" policy to be given concrete 
form. The fundamental purpose ofthis policy 
is to strivefor the broadestpossible provision 
of sports, including recreational sports, com- 
petitive sports and top-level sports, so that 
each person can find something suitable at 
any time during his life. With this goal in 
mind, the BLOSO Sports Centres provide a 
large variety of arrangements, accommo- 
dations, programmes and formulas. Later, 
these provisions wil1 be described briefly. 
First, however, the facilities wil1 be discussed. 

THE BLOSO 
SPORTS CENTRES 

A. PACILITIES 

Inside the country, in addition to some thirty 
centres, BLOSO is responsible for the ad- 
ministration and operation of the recreation 
domain at d of sta de. It also operates two 
Spons Centres in other countries. The Fle- 
mish Sports Centres can be divided int0 four 
categories: the multipurpose centres, the 
water sport centres, the equestrian centres, 
and the ice-skating centres. Each category 
provides specific possibilities, so each has its 
own specialized operation. 
Many people in Flanders who are active in 
sports are personally familiar with a BLOSO 
Sports Centre in their vicinity. Other centres 
usually come to the attention of the general 
public in connection with major competi- 
tions. This was the case, for example, with 
Hazewinkel where the world championships 
for rowing, canoeing and kayakingwere held 
in 1985. For this occasion, about 400 jour- 
nalist~ from al1 parts of the world came to 
Flanders where they discovered that Haze- 
winkel is indeed a Ml-fledged international 
BLOSO Sports Centre. In 1990, the BLOSO 
Sports Centre at Bruges was host to 2000 
participants from 30 countries during the 

World Gymnasiad of the International 
School Sports Federation. In addition, the 
BLOSO Sports Centre at Waregem is well- 
known as one of the locations for the yearly 
'Military'. Yet there are many other BLOSO 
Sports Centres, each with its own character 
and with sports possibilities of al1 kinds: for 
children and for adults, for families and for 
groups of friends, for associations, sports 
clubs, schools. 



Multipurpose centres 
These centres are characterized by their very 
wide assorunent of sports, including tennis, 
power training, track and field, petanque, 
soccer, table tennis, karate, fencing, dance 
gymnastics, judo, voileyball, gymnastics, 
rifle practice, fit-o-meter, folk sports, roller 
skating, archery and squash. They almost 
always have both indoor and outdoor facili- 
ties. Usuaily there are aiso overnight ac- 
commodations and a restaurant. Traditional 
facilities such as sports halls and outdoor 
sports fields are supplemented according to 
the specific requirements by classrooms, 
power-training halls, recreation rooms, 
saunas, dance studios, fitness tracks, etc. 
Multipurpose centres are located at Blan- 
kenberge, Brasschaat (Peerdsbos), Bruges 
(J. Saelens), Dilbeek, Ghent, Hasselt, 
Herentais, Nieuwpoort (Wittebrug), Oorde- 
gem-Lede and Ostend (Hermes). 

Water sport centres 
Necessariiy, these centres are located near 
a body ofwater, a canal, or on the cdast. 
Several also have lodging facilities. There 
are opportunities for sailing, wind surfing, 
rowing, canoeing, kayaking, water skiing 
and undenvater swimming. Both beginners 
and the experienced find what they want. 
This is demonstrated by the sailing centre 
at Nieuwpoort, which offers courses go- 
ing d l  thc way from "optimist first class" 
to modern navigationai methods and ocean- 
going navigation. 
Many possibiiities are also offered by the 
water sport centres at Brasschaat (E10 Plas), 
Harelbeke (Gavermeer), Hombeek, Ostend 
(Spuikom), St.-Jan-in-Eremo (Boerekreek), 
St.-Niklaas, Willebroek (Hazewinkel), Bm- 
ges (St.-Pietersplas), Rotselaar and the BTR- 
Dudzele. 

Water sport centre "De Gavers", Harelbeke 



Equestrian sport centres In addition to  the centres mentioned above, 
These centres (Genk, St.-Ulriks-Kapelle, there are also centres whichare rented suchas 
Waregem and Woumen) provide overnight 'De Drie Vijvers' at De Panne, 'Dikkebus- 
accornmodations and offer a broad range of vijver' at Ieper, Vleteren and Wervik. These 
equestrian sport activities. Both indoor and are not actually BLOSO centres, but during 
outdoor tracks are available for children the holiday period they are co-administrated 
(pony riding) and for adults. The programme by BLOSO in connection with sports camps. 
of instruction includes introduction, trai- 
ning, jumping, and military. 

Ice skating centres 
The BLOSO Sports Centres at Hasselt and at 
Herentals also have, in addition to other fa- 
cilities, an ice-skating rink. The BLOSO 
Sports Centre at Liedekerke is exclusively an 
ice-skating centre. It has an indoor rink of 
Olympic size. 

Sports centres in  other countries 
- The BLOSO Sports Centre at Obertauern 
in Austria is open for the public both in 
winter (for skiing and langlauf) and in 
sumrner (for hiking and mountain climbing). 
- The BLOSO Sports Centre at Menaggio in 
Italy is a large water sport centre on Lake 
Como with wind surfing, sailing, kayaking 
and water skiing. 



B. SPORTS OPPERED 

The above-mentioned centres with their 
diverse facilities are made available to a broad 
public under various formulas, of which the 
BLOSO Sports Camps are best known. 

Sports camps and spoas lessons 
To promote recreational and competitive 
sports, holiday spons camps and spons 
lessons are organizedat thevarious centresin 
accordance with their facilities. A BLOSO 
Sports Camp is a holiday stay with board 
where the paracipants have the opportunity 
to be introduced to and have further training 
in one or more sports. In 1988, the BLOSO 
Sports Cenues accepted about 15,000 re- 
gistrations for spons camps. The BLOSO 
sports lessons are organized on a half-boar- 
ding or day-school basis. In 1988, more than 
7000 people took part in rhis programme. In 
the specific area of recreational sports, the 
BLOSO centresopen their doorsforfamilies. 
Family sports camps cater to those who wish 
to take pan in spons in a relaxed and re- 
creational way as a family. In various cenues 
combined sports camps (two or more sports 
rogether) and sports weekends are also 
organized. 

BLOSO Spoas Centres and School Sports 
The BLOSO Sports Centres are also active in 
various areas of school sports. The Flemish 
School Sports Foundation, a coordinating 
organization whichworks topromote awell- 
planned and well-organized school sports 
policy, provides forsportslessons andschool 
spons camps in cooperation with BLOSO. 
Sports lessons are intended for pupils in 
primary schools with two hoiirs ofsports per 
day being offered in addition to the regular 
course of studies.The secondary schools can 
make use of the school sports camps with 
four hours of sports per day. Omnispons, 
water sports and equestrian sports are among 
the possibilities. Almost every BLOSO 
Sports Centre opens its doors to a growing 
number of participating schools and stu- 
dent~.  In 1988,312 schools and 13,503 stu- 
dents participated. 
The schools can also makeuse ofthe BLOSO 
Sports Centres for shorter periods. In 1988, 

34,293 pupils from 353 schools helped to 
make the sports days a success. The number 
participating had tripled since the previous 
year. The school rowing programme had 
4,236 participants from 77 schools. 

Stay-fit-holidays 
For groups of senisr citizens, 55 o r  older, 
stay-fit-holidays are organizedin theBLOSO 
Sports Centres at Bruges, Blankenberge and 
Dudzele. In addition to exercise recreation, 
the programme for these four-day holidays 
als0 includes cultural activities. 

Staff training 
A number of die courses ofthe Flemish Staff 
Training Commission described elsewhere 
are held in the BLOSO centreS.This includes 
both sports-instmctor and sports-manage- 
ment training. 



Sports-dubs and individuals 
Sports-club members and individuals can 
also make use ofthe BLOSO facilities at very 
reasonable rates. In this way the BLOSO 
centre at Bmges provided 94,682 man-hours 
of service to sports enthusiasts during 1988. 

Top-level sports 

I ' C  

In addition to the BLOSO spons camps and j 
lessons for those interested in recreational l 

sports, professional assistance is needed by 37X.U i 
top athletes and young hopefuls. BLOSO is 

j., - i /  developing a top-level sports policy which \b~?" : ' '1 
wil1 offer expert assistance and al1 kinds of , 
facilities at al1 levels. Four BLOSO centres 
provide major help in carrying out this p >  

policy. They are at Hazewinkel - Willebroek, 
Herentais, Nieuwpoort and Waregem. In 
these centres, the emphasis is mainly but not 
exclusively on top-level sports. In addition, 
top athletes can also make use of the other 
centres for training camps, conditioning, 
sauna, etc. ' i  
International activities 
The BLOSO Sports Centres iilso promotc 
thcir spccific capabilitics and facilitirs in pl'< i. i w 
other cguntries tiy means of cultural agree- 

U 

ments and international relations. In this . . .- 

connection, 'European Sport Camps' were 
started recently, an initiative which places 
BLOSO right in the middle of the 'Europe 
after 1992' context. 

C. MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTRES 

It goes without saying that such extensive 
sports facilities require efficient manage- 
ment. The following concrete figures wil1 
illustrate this. In 1988, al1 centres combined 
provided 142,000 overnight accommoda- 
tions and 400,000 meals, which were pre- 
pared in their own kitchens. Organizatio- 
nally, this requires efficient personnel ma- 
nagement. In addition to kitchen person- 
nel, man-power is needed for reception, 
supervision, cleaning, maintenance, etc. 
During peak periods, a centre also takes on 
seasonal personnel. As the key person in the 

centre, the manager also leads an admini- 
strative team which takes care of registra- 
tions, purchasing, bookkeeping, etc. An- 
other example of centre organization is the 
maintenance of the water sport equipment. 
The BLOSO water-sportcentres have in total 
about 500 saiiboats, 300 wind-surf boards, 
400 rowboats, canoes and kayaks, 120 rescue 
boats and 150 motors. Most of the main- 
tenance for this equipment is done by skilled 
service stafTof the centres. 



In budgetary matters, the management ofthe 
BLOSO centres strives to maintain an equili- 
brium benveen the financial means, on one 
hand, and a maximum service to the clients, 
on the other. This approach includes theglo- 
balization of certain purchases, the increase 
of services by planned invesunents, the 
reduction of operational costs, the rationali- 
zation of management by means of such 
things as computer technology, and an op- 
timum use of personnel. 

HARBOURS AND BODIES 
OF WATER 

Coastal yacht harbours 
The transfer of the coastal yacht harbours 
to the Ministry of the Flemish Community 
was realized by Royal Decree on August 12, 
1981. 
These yacht harbours are: 
- the Novus Portus at Nieuwpoort 
- the Krommehoek yacht harbour at 

Nieuwpoort 
- the old and new yacht harbour at 

Blankenberge 
- the RYCO yacht harbour and the Mont- 

gomery Dock at Ostend 
- the yacht harbour at Zeebrugge. 

The jurisdiction of BLOSO includes the 
administration and operation of the yacht 

i( : ,~  
1: 

harbours. To accomplish this, a dispatching 
. . .. and reception centre was developed at 
:. Nieuwpoort in the Novus Portus. This pro- 

vides BLOSO with the means to cope with 
thousands of water sport enthusiasts and to 
coordinate water sports on the coast. 

r Bodies of water 

I- The ownership and management of a 
number of sand-excavation pits was trans- 
ferred by the Central Government to the 
Flemish Community by Royal Decree on 
July 29,1983. 

BLOSO was appointed as pilot directorate 
for the administration and operation of the .. . 
following bodies ofwater: i:. .:. , Y  ': 

- Bmges (St.-Pietersplas) : .,, : : .C:  , ... . . 
- Rotselaar (Ter Heide) 
- Mechelen-Hombeek (Egleghemvijver) 
- Mechelen-Walem (Battenbroek) 
- Lille 
- Lille-Gierle (Lilse Bergen) 
- Turnhout 
- Houthalen-Helchteren. 
Within the limits of the available budget, 
an attempt is being made on a mediumterm 
basis to develop these bodies of water so 
they wil1 be useful and well-suited for re- 
creational and sports purposes. 



USEFUL INFORMATION what accommodations and sports are avail- 
able at each. The managers of these centres 

On this page, the reader wil1 find a list of are always willing, in cooperation with par- 
al1 the above-mentioned BLOSO centres ties who are interested in using the facilities, 
with their addresses and telephone numbers to seek a solution for training programmes, 
followed by a schematic outline indicating camps, sports lessons and sports weekends. 



- SPORTS ASSISTANCE - 
DEPINITION 

Sports Assistance, together with Sports 
Promotion, is under the supervision of the 
Technical Sports Services of BLOSO. 
In cooperation with al1 sections ofthe sports 
world, these departments try to stimulate 
participation in sports by providing grants 
(sports assistance) or by the organization of 
promotional activities (sports promotion). 
While BLOSO was able to greatly increase 
sports participation in Flanders during the 
seventies and the eighties mainly through its 
own activities, a period ofincreasing support 
for external initiatives has now begun. An 
organizational role wil1 now be played by 
BLOSO only in areas where private initiative 
fails to meet the need. 
The Sports Assistance Deparunent concen- 
trates on providiig financial support. Accor- 
dingly, 45.43% ofBLOSO's budget for 1988 
went to this department. Since governmental 
policy on sports devolves exclusively to the 

Communities, these funds are to be spent 
only for users in the Flemish Community. AU 
the elements of the "Sport-for-all" ideal 
(recreation, competition, and top-level 
sports) are also included. 

SOURCES OP FUNDS 

To provide a clear picture of the various 
sources of funds, a brief outline is given 
below showing the forms of hancial sup- 
port that can be obtained through the Sports 
Assistance Department. 

A. OPERATING GRANTS 

Because of regional cultural autonomy, 
which includes sports as a policy matter, a 
large number of Belgian sports associations 
were divided into Flemish and Walloon sec- 
tions in 1976. 

Table l 

WT: Opcrating granrs CM: Club cvcnts SPF: Sporrs functionrries 
PT: Promotional grants BA: Special activitics SPI: Spons Eacilitics 
VT: Training of rop arhlcres TSS: Top sports schools WB: Opcrating budget 
IW: International competitions PSPK: Private spom camps 
FO: Fedcral evenu SPM: Sports equipmenr 

Top athleres bcncfir dirccrly or indirccrly from al1 championship sports grants ro federations and top sport schools. 



A decree of March 2,1977 provided regula- 
tions for the recognition and subsidization of 
Flemish sports associations. 
Thus, to be officially recognized, sports 
associations must meet a number of general 
and special requirements. The decree pro- 
vides that recognized associations receive 
a grant consisting of a basic grant (out- 
right / number of members), a personnel 
grant (salaries) and a grant for operating 
expenses (secretariat, periodical, printed 
matter, insurance, etc.). The extent of this 
grant depends on the size of the sports 
association. 

B. PROMOTIONAL GRANTS 

Under the terms of the Royal Decree of 
April 28, 1965, grants can be provided for 
activities that promote physical education 
and sports. 
This broad range of grants can be divided 
int0 three main groips: grants for club 
events, for special activities and for top-level 
sports activities. This last group wil1 be 
discussed in a separate section. 

Grants for club events 
These grants are available for the partici- 
pation ofa club inimportant competitions in 
other countries and for the organization of 
large-scale club events in Flanders or in the 
Bmsseis Capital area. 
The clubs submit an application via the 
Flemish sports association ofwhich they are a 
member. After obtaining a recommendation 
from the sports association concerned, 
BLOSO awards a grant. Al1 further proces- 
sing of the file is handled dircctly with the 
club. 

Grants for special activities 
Socio-cultural organizations and al1 kinds 
of sports organizations can request grants 
for special activities, congresses, the publi- 
cation of didactic works and for special 
events. Grants are awarded either out- 
right or percentage-wise depending on 
the deficit shown in a budget which has 
been submitted. 

C.  GRANTS FOR THE 
ORGANIZATION OF PRIVATE 
SPORTS CAMPS 

Flemish sports associations and top sports 
schools can be recognized for the organi- 
zation of sports camps. The following activ- 
ities can be subsidiied: 
- Inuoductory camps 
There must be a minimum of 15 camps per 
year with a maximum of five disciplines per 
camp and a minimum of 750 total partici- 
pants. 
Programs for people with special limitations 
must have aminimum offive camps with 100 
participants. 
- Competition camps 
The camps must be resident camps, must last 
atleast five consecutive days andmust have at 
least four hours of specific sports activity per 
day under the Ieadership of qualified sports 
instmctors. Recognition was granted to 27 
organizers in 1988, and 340 camps were 
subsidized. 

D. GRANTS FOR THE 
PURCHASE OP SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT 

Top sports schools, sports clubs (via their 
federation), municipal governments, omni- 
sports associations and others can receive 
grants for the purchase of sports equipment. 
The conuibution amounts to a maximum of 
50% ofthe cost price with established maxi- 
mums taken into consideration and with a 
minimum cost price of 10,000 BF. 
In 1988, almost9 million Belgianfrancs were 
allotted, 78% of which was for sports clubs 
and public agcncics. 



E. SAIARY GRANTS POR SPORTS the population) who promote and lead 
FUNCTIONARIES sports activities in the community. 

By a decree of 7 December 1976 commu- Table 2 indicates a definite increase between 
nes can be recognized as municipal sports 1980 and 1988 in the total amount of subsi- 
centres. A recognized municipai sports dization, in the number of recognized and 
centre can obtain salary grants for one, two subsidized communes, and in the number of 
or three sports functionaries (depending on subsidized sports functionaries. 

Table 2 

P. GRANTS POR CONSTRUCTION 
OP PACILITIES 

Provinces, communes, conurbations, asso- 
ciations of communes and the Flemish 
Community Commission in the Brussels 
Conurbation can obtain grants on the basis 
of the Royai Decree of February 22, 
1974 for sports facilities. 
This includes: 
- new consuuction 
- energy-saving modifications 
- renovation 
- purchase of existing sports facilities. 
The amount of the subsidy is usuaily set at 
60% of the totai amount of the subsidized 
expenditures. Of the entire 1988 BLOSO 
budget, 17.52% (220 million BF) was spent 
on this item of expenditure, so al1 levels 
of the population and d l  parts of Flan- 

1980 

1988 

ders would have the opportunity to take 
part in sports in their own vicinity. 
In 1985, a decree was aiso issued withregard 
to  the subsidization of private sports facili- 
ties. The Flemish Government, however, has 
yet to implement this decree, so, for the time 
being, only the provisions for public admini- 
strations are in force. 

G. GRANTS POR TOP-LEVEL 
SPORTS 

Total grants 
in Bclgian francs 

16,796,950 

51,000,000 

For along time, grants have been awarded to 
the federations for preparatory training of 
their top athletes and for their participation 
in competition. 
Since the establishment of the Flemish Top 
Sports Bureau in 1985, there has been an ac- 
celeration of activity in this sector. Top-level 
sports havegradually becomerecognizedas a 

Table 3 

Number of 
rccognizcd communes 

52 

113 

Number of 
subsidizcd communcs 

32 

101 

Number of 
subsidized functionarics 

37 

136 



full-fledged component of the BLOSO 
"Sport-for-All" pyramid. And rightly so, 
since top athletes serve the common good 
as 'ambassadors' in other counuies and be- 
cause their example helps to stimulate sports 
participation in general. 
In 1988, more than 56 million francs were 
spent for the top-level sports grants which 
are mentioned in this section. Together with 
the grants for private sports camps, sports 
equipment, federations, top sports schools 
andthe FlemishTop Sports Bureau, a total of 
5.5% of the BLOSO budget is used for dif- 
ferent aspects of top-level sports. In spite of 
the efforts made, this amount is in sharp 
contrast with the real needs of the top sports 
sector. 

Grants for the training of athletes and for 
top sports schools 
To help train top athletes and young hope- 
h ls  for participation in international com- 
petitions, the following are available: . 
- grants for the training of top athletes (for 
Flemish sports associations without top 
sports schools); 
- grants for top sports schools (for Flemish 
sports associations with top sports schools). 
Fiernish sports associations or top sports 
schools must apply before the first of 
November by submitting their programme 
for the coming year, together with a propo- 
sed budget. 
Table 3 shows the evolution of the amounts 
of grants provided for the training of top 
athletes (VT) and for top sports schools (TSS) 
between1980and1988. 
As shown above, BLOSO has given a new 
organizational and financial impetus to top- 
level sports in Flanders by the establishment 
of top sports schools. Interested parties 
and competent administrators are brought 
together under one organizational stmc- 
ture to provide assistance to  top athletes 
in various areas (medical, social, technical, 
etc.). 
The finances of the top sports schools are 
monitored and administered in such a way 
thatfunds wil1 be spent in the bestinterests of 
the top athletes. At the moment, there are 18 
recognized top sports schools in different 
branches of sports. 

Grants for participation in international 
competitions (IW) 
Top athletes must, of course, prepare them- 
selves beforehand for participation in inter- 
national competitions. Therefore, it is impe- 
rative that both programmes be coordinated. 
In addition, a carefully-planned selection 
must be made among the various interna- 
tional events which are available, taking into 
consideration the limited amount of the 
grants,the highcosts,and the sports standing 
of the top athletes. 
The programme must also be submitted 
before 1 November by the Flemish sports 
association. Top sports schools that are not 
conducted under the auspices of a specific 
federation can also receive grants for inter- 
national competitions. 
In the awarding of grants, priority is given to 
participation in world championships, Euro- 
pean championships and Olympic games. 



! Grants to  top athletes for individuai pre- 
paration 
Each year the qualified federations and top 
sports schools make up a list of their top 
athletes and young hopefuls. 
Some ofthese top athletes can, on the basis of 
their international accomplishments, receive 
a personal gram which is paid out via the 

, ~ federation or top sports school. 

Grants for federai organizations 
International events, organized by recog- 
nized Flemish sports associations in Flanders 
and in the Capital of Brussels are eligible for 
this grant. Events in the Brussels-Capital 

, !  Region which are organized by Flemish and 
I ,  Walloon alliances together may be subsi- 

dized by both administrations (BLOSO and 
ADEPS). In awarding grants, consideration 
is also given to the amount of operating 
grants already given. 

H. GRANTS POR SCHOOL 
SPORTS 

In 1984, the Flemish School Sports Foun- 
dation was established (see the section on 
sports promotion). This coordinating body 
strives for a well-planned and well-organized 
school sports policy, while still allowingeach 
school sports federation to maintain its own 
individuality. The Foundation receives a 
grant to help it accomplish this goal. 

I. GRANTS T 0  OTHER SPORTS 
ORGANIZATIONS AND 
INSTITUTIONS 

In addition to the main categories of grants 
mentioned above, the Sports Assistance 
Deparunent also awards subsidies to a few 
sports organizations and institutions to 
which the decree on recognized Flemish 
sports associations does not apply, namely: 
adult education assouations 
- for operating expenses 
intellectuai sports leagues 
- for operating expenses 
BOIC* 
- for the training of Flemish top athletes for, 
and their participation in, Olympic Games, 
World Games and Universiads 

\ 

Raveel Roger, Worldcup football, 1982 

"Violente in Sports" 
- for the support of promotional campaigns 
against violence 
UIA sport hall and Flanders Expo 
- BLOSO finances (UIA-Antwerp) or helps 
to rent (Flanders Expo-Ghent) certain 
accommodations for sports purposes. 

INTERNAL ORGANIZATION 

THE FLEMISH TOP SPORTS 
BUREAU 

The purpose of the Flemish Top Sports 
Bureau is to meet the needs oftop athletes by 
providing them with an optimal training 
situation while limiting as much as possible 
the social and occupational risks connected 
withparticipationin top-level sports. Partici- 
pation in top-level sports, on a team or 
individually, has a far-reaching influence on 
the life of each athlete. In order for an indi- 
vidual to reach the high performance level of 

X Belgian Olympic Interfederal Committee 



I SPORTS ASSISTANCE I 

INTERNAL ORGANIZATION 
(nincrional) 

OPERATION GRANTS F L M S H  TOP SPORTS 
BUREAU 

PROMOTIONAL GRANTS MEDICAL UNIT TOP SPORTS CENTRES 

PIUVATE SPORTS CAMPS SOCIAL UNIT YOUNG HOPEFUIS 

SPORTS FUNCTIONARIES TECHNICAL UNIT JUDICIAL UNIT 

SPORTS FACILITIES 

SPORTS EQUIPMENT q 
ORGANIZATIONS AND 

INSTITIJTIONS 

SECRETARIAT I 

present-day championship sports and espe- 
cially to maintain it, an enormous amount of 
effort is required. This exertion is at the cost 
of normal activities in society. A good pro- 
gramme of assistance for top athletes and 
young hopefuls requires careful considera- 
tion. 
Within the Flemish Community, the Flemish 
Top Sports Bureau is the only agency which 
attempts to  provide such assistance. For this 
purpose, it has its own operating budget for 
the provision of medical, social, technicat 

and accommodationai assistance in coope- 
ration with federations, top sports schools 
and top athletes. 
Four years of operation have shown that 
there is a red need for even closer coopera- 
.tien for the training of top athletes in 
Flanders. Flanders no doubt has the Same 
potential of top athletes and trainers as the 
other European countries. In order to  make 
good use ofthis talent, maximum coordina- 
tion of d l  efforts is indispensable. 



- SPORTS PROMOTION 

Through sports promotion, BLOSO wants 
to encourage people by means of sports to 
take part in valuable lifetime activities. 
The idea of"sports promotion" has changed 
significantly during the last two decades. 
Thatisnot surprisingsince sportspromotion 
depends on developments in society and 
marketing. 
Starting from a spons policy which was 
almost exclusively limited to a subsidization 
policy of one kind or another, a dynamic 
and promotional management policy has 
gradually taken shape. The Sports Prorno- 
tion Department has been given a much 

5. 
broader area of operation in the process. 
The idea of sports being for the privileged 
few has given way to the reality ofa heteroge- 
neous group in society who have discovered 
sports as a source of active recreation. 
For BLOSO, sports promotion also means 
promotion of Sport-for-All. In connection 
witb this philosophy, the term "Sports+" 
was born andtbe "Sports+" sector came int0 
being. In addition to its Sports+ activities, 
the Sports Promotion Department of 1990 
also covers staff training, school sports, in- 
troductory training, and the provincial in- 
spection agencies. 

ROOS.: 
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I. SPORTS + I4 - National promotial 
campaigns 

- Special drives 
- Assistance I I initiatives I 
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- Flemish Staff 
Training 
Commission 
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- Training courses 

- Coordinating body 
- Think cells 
- Technica1 advisor 

- - Secretariat 
- Organization 
- Promotion 



SPORTS+ SECTOR 
a. 

a A, COMMUNICATION STRATEGY 
A sports promotion policy for promotional 
campaigns designed to stimulate action and 
participation must include an active com- 
munication policy. Therefore, the utilization 
of modern-day advertising techniques is one 
of the main tasks of the Sports+ sector. The 
objective of the communication strategy is 
good product advertising by means of in- 
creased general awareness, well-developed 
communication channels, and appropriate 
evaluation instruments. 
Through promotional activities, a continual 
effort is made to improve the image people 
have of sports, making it more convincing 
and attractive to those who take part in 
sports. With the professional help of an 
advertising agency, which develops a stra- 
regy based on marketing pcinciples and 
sound advice, publicity materiai is produced 
whichhas adouble fünction :tg increase awa- 
reness and to  provide information. Through 
the channels employed, namely the Provin- 
cial Inspection Agencies (see below), the 
message is raken to the support base. 

9 -erai awarenes 
5 An increase in general awareness within the 

communication strategy is accomplished in 
two phases: the planning phase and the 
execution phase. 

Phnnin~ 
The project is planned in this phase, con- 
sideration being given to market tendencies 
and developmeuts in society, and also to the 
results of felt-need research. Policy-wise the 
project is discussed and worked out by a 
Spons+ work group and, during inspecting 
meetings, testedinpractice. Afterthe project 
has been approved by the appropriate 
Minister of the Flemish Community, a ge- 
nerd theme is worked out. In consideration 
ofthe marketing objectives and the availablc 
budget, the project theme is investigated 
fürther hy an advertising agency. 

11% a b& 

--Q & 
Execdon 
Here, the project is carríed out on the media 
level. Provincial andlor national publicity is 
launched by means of posters, media plan- 
ning, ad~e~tisernents and a press conference. 
Indirect advertising techniques such as press- 
on posters, stickers, folders, brochures and 
audio-visuai materials are used to supportthe 
speciai drives. Items fot both direct and in- 
direct publicity have, in addition to their 
awareness stimuiation value, anainformative 
impact as well. 

Baugnier Marcel-Louis, The tennisplayer, 1926 

B. 1990 SPORTS+ 
AREAS OF OPERATION 

1. NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL 
CAMPAIGNS 

Sports-are-Great campaign 
(1986-1990) : 
a specially designed campaign for al1 of 
Flanders in whichsports activities in the local 
community are highlighted. 



"Brabant Sporting Province" : 
Extra impulses (through material and logistic 
support) at the provincial level in the area of 
sports activity (municipal and federal sport 
days - regional drives - school sports projects) 
and sports organization (provincial sports 
council - facilities - planning). 

Come-dong-for-a-walk Day : 
each year on November l l (a  holiday in Bel- 
gium) walks are organizedin al1 communes in 
Flanders. This is done in cooperation with 
the existing walking clubs, the municipal 
sports councils and the sports agencies. 

2. SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Sports+ Classics : 
intensive support is provided for initiatives 
which can be considered as characteristic 
mass sport activities, which are in agreement 
with established policy, and which are popu- 
lar among those who take part inrecreational 
sports : 
- "The Round-About": 

A walkig, cycling and jogging classic 
organized in the Flemish communes 
around Bnisseis - Sint-Genesius-Rode. 

- The Superstanis of the Recreathlons: 
organized by 16 communes in Limburg. 

Spearhead projects : 
In addition to the Sports+ Classic formula, a 
number of local mass sports events with 
regional popularity are supported for a pe- 
riod of two years. 
Follow-up projects : 
Projects which were launched by BLOSO 
in the past in the framework of the Sport- 
for-Al1 campaign are followed up and sup- 
ported to guarantee their continuation and 
success. These projects include "The folk 
sports" and "East Flanders Sporting Pro- 
vince Forever." 
Municipd pilot projects : 
Each year extra support is given to several 
Flemish communes wanting to increase their 
involvement in the Sport-for-Al1 activities, 
but having insuficient means and mar- 
power to carry out the planned initiatives 
without help. 
Sports-are-Great Commune : 
In each province awards are given to the 
two communes which have developed the 
largest number of initiatives in the frame- 
work of the "Sports-are-Great" campaign. 
The title of "Sports-are-Great Commune" 
is conferred in recognition of the efforts 
made. 

3. ASSISTANCE INITIATIVES 

Personnel: 
The temporary help of an instructor cm 
be provided free of charge for a series of 
inuoductory lessons of about 15 practice 
periods. 
Equipment : 
Fit-o-meter: a subsidy of 50% toward the 
purchase of fit-o-meter panels. 
Pwiodical "De Gangnuker"(ïhe Pacesetter or 
local Sport-for-Al1 promotor): communi- 
cations channel for the Sports+ projects and 
handbook for al1 volunteer pacesetters. 
Pzlblicity aidr: posters, press-on posters, 
stickers, folders, and audio-visual materials 
to give publicity to the organization of local 
sports events, drives and target-group cam- 
paigns. 
The loan of equipment kits for recyeational 
spovh, folk sports and chiIdren.5 sports. Each kit 
contains a certain set of game equipment. 



Insurance : 
Tbefiee Spom+ insu~ance. This is available for 
al1 one-time Sport-for-All events at the 
request of a pacesetter, a sports functionary 
or a sports council member. 
Tbe subswibers policy, available to Sports+ 
Clubs which are not members of a recogni- 
zed Flemish federation. 

THE FLEMISH STAFF 
TRAINING COMMISSION 

A. STRUCTURE 

The Flemish S t a  Training Commission is 
composed of representatives from the re- 
cognized Flemish sports federations, from 
the institutes for physical education of the 
three large Flemish universities (Brussels, 
Ghent and Leuven) and from BLOSO. The 
Flemish Staff Training Commission organi- 
zes practica1 and technical sports training 
courses for the corps ofvolunteer personnel. 
Such a course oftraining qualifies one to give 
specific sportsinst~ctioninconnectionwith 
extracurricular activities such as clubs, sports 
camps, youth groups, etc. 
The contribution from the universities, with 
their access to sports research and to sports 
pedagogical know-how, dong with the 
sports technical contribution from the 
federations,ensures thatthesecourseswill be 
of the highest quality. 
BLOSO provides the man-power (a perma- 
nent secretariat), the financial means, and 
logistic support (didactic materials). 

ORGANIZED SPORTS - administration 
logistics & financing 

COORDINATION BY THE FLEMISH 
STAEE TRAINING COMMISSION 

I 

THINK CELL 1 THINK CELL 2 THINK CELL 3 THINK CELL 4 THINK CELL 5 II/I I 1  
EXECUTIVE SECRESARIAT 

TECHNICAL ADVISOR 



B. TRAINING, PROGRAMMES ORGA- 
NIZED BY THE COMMISSION 

1. SPORTS PEDAGOGICAL 
PROGRAMMES OF STUDY 

A. Unisport courses: Specifically for lea- 
dership in one certain branch of sports. 
There are different course levels: 

The sports for which the Commission pro- 
vides training are aikido, uack & field, 
badminton, basketball, mountain climbing, 
mountain hiking, archery, gymnastics, 
handball, ice skating, jazz dance, jujitsu, 
judo, kayaking, karate, korfball, krachtball, 
synchronous swimming, langlauf, mini-soc- 
cer, orienteering, horseback riding, petan- 
que, rowing, skiing, sport diving, squash, 
standard dancing, shooting, table tennis, 
soccer, waterskiing, waterpolo, cycleracing, 
wind surfing, sailing, sand yachting. 

Level + name 

Initiator 

AB0 - theoretica1 coprse 
Generai Basic Insmction 

TRAINER B 

TRAINER A 

TOP TRAINER 

B. Recreational sports 

Purpose of thc course 

Give initiation with accent on YOUTH ANP 
RECREATION, non-competitive 

Gain basic theoretica1 knowledgc as a foundation 
for the trainer courses 

- Give competente 
- Initiai compeution with accent on  youth 

- Give training 
- Competition with continucd attention for youth 

- Top training 
- Top competition 

C. Sports for the handicapped 

2. SPORTS MANAGEMENT 
TRAINING COURSES 

- Manager of sports accommodations 
- Sports functionary 
- Technica1 adminisuation and maintenan- 

ce of sports facilities 
- Administrative personnel for sports 

associations 

3. OTHER 

- Lifeguard 
- Beach Lifeguard 
- Swimming-pool Manager 

THE SCHOOL SPORTS 
SECTOR 

A. STRUCTURE 

On April 5,1984 by notarial act, the Flemish 
School Sports Foundation was established 
by the three Flernish school sports federa- 
tions, G.E.P.O.S., R.O.O.S., and N.S.V.O. 
(see below). This coordinating policy- 
making body for Flemish school sports has 
among its purposes "the advancement of 
the harmonious development of mind and 



body by means of educationai sports activi- 
ties for school-going youth." The Flemish 
School Sports Foundation promotes extra- 
curricular sports among pupils. 
The Foundation is led by a Daily Admini- 
stration consisting of one representative for 
each school sports federation and one 
representative from BLOSO. 
The Permanent School Sports Bureau is the 
policy-making body for school sports in 
Flanders. It meets monthly and serves as 
contact group for BLOSO and the Flemish 
School Sports Foundation as far as the prac- 
ticd arrangements of the various school 
sports activities are concerned. This body 
has been given die responsibility of co- 
ordinating ai1 school sports initiatives and 
providing new intersystem impulses. 
BLOSO provides the administration, the 
logistics, and a part of the financial support 
of the foundation. 

B. INTERSYSTEM INITIATIVES 
ofthe Flemish SchoolSports Foundation for 
the school year 1989-1990 

1. NEW PROJECTS 

Plemish cross-country race for schools 
In cooperation with the municipal sports 
agencies; the kick-off event of school sports 
for the year. 
Coca-Cola Bottler School Trophy 
Soccer competition for the youngest; 
The Esso Savings Stamp Project 
This project gives financial support to school 
spons. 
Educational packet: "Whitbread Round- 
the-World race" 
In cooperation with Rucanor, a packet of 
educational materials about this sailing race 
is compiled for school use. 
ISP-Gymnasiad at  Bruges 
An international top competition for school 
sports with participants from 30 countries in 
gymnastics, swimming, and uack-and-field. 

. . ,,:. . , , . , ;  . "' . -_ ..-.ll_.:.,: 
j.'~.. . . .. 

. . ~  , ..s , ,.,. 
r . . . , , . . .: 

.. . 
~ . ,  . L  . , . , . . ,  , . . ~ .  , . . ~ , - . < .  ...  Z. c. .. :. . . , , 

*OBP.OS: The $<ho01 
rpom fcdcntion 
ofrhe munieipd CONSULTATNE COMMITïE 
uid pmvin<iat .chool8. 
'+RO.OS.: 
Th@ omniaporr orguiizarion 
ofthc fedcnl srhoolr. 
""N.S.V.O.: Thcnationd 
'po" 1crguc of 
rhc athot ic  schoois. 



li 
1 
'1 

2. REGULAR SCHOOL 
I! ACTIVITIES 

I "Active School in Sports" project 
The classic in school sports, this project 
serves as a golden thread running through 
the whole school sports programme. It is 
carried out in cooperation with the Krediet- 
bankunder thethemenEnjoy schoolsports." 
"School sports ticket" project 
Adiscount ticketwhich can be usedfor many 
top sports.events in al1 of Flanders. 
Plemish championships 
The Flemish School Sports Foundation 
organizes championships for wind surfing, 
horseback riding (trainer, military, skilled 
riding), kayaking, orienteering, etc. 
Cooperation with sports federations 
Recent initiatives include an introductory 
course for cycle racing and the promotion of 
triathlon certificates. 
Sticker project "Sport at School" 
In cooperation with Walibi and the BOIC 
this successful project is being continued. 

I In addition there are, of course, the many 
activities of the three individual federations. 

INTRODUCTORY TRAINING 

The Introductory Training Sector of the 
Sports Promotion Department has as one of 
its responsibilities the production and distri- 
bution of the brochure for the BLOSO 
sports camps andsports lessons eachyear. By 
means of these sports camps and spons 
lessons BLOSO wants to help people in 
Flanders to learn a sport or to develop their 
skills in a sport. 
The Introductory Training Sector is respon- 
sible for the technicai and pedagogicai 
aspects of these sports initiatives. 
There is continual monitoring to be sure 
that the sports programmes are carefully 
carried out and that the qualification stan- 
dards are respected when instmctors are 
appointed. 
There is also a continued effort to improve 
the quality of the sports programmes. 
The Introductory Training Sector includes 
an adrninistrative unit which is responsible 
for paying insuuctors and for processing 
their service contracts. 

l / Masereel Frans, Swimmer, 1938 



THE PROVINCIAL BLOSO 
INSPECTION AGENCIES 

For the promotion of the whole range of 
BLOSO services, an institutionalied com- 
munication chamel was set up in each prov- 
vince which functions as focal point in the 
strategy for communication with the support 
base (public administrations, sports functio- 
naries, sports councils, pacesetters, associa- 
tions, individuai sports enthusiasts). Thus the 
Provinciai Sports Inspection Agencies are 
utilized both as an administrative instrument 
and as a sounding board for the main admini- 
stration and also as apermanent communica- 
tion channel between the nationai govern- 
ment and the users. 
The provincial BLOSO inspector is active in 
three areas: 

+ Information: 
For the main admininration: 
reports, data and observations (for statistical 
purposes, improvement of promotional 
projects, felt-need research, etc.) 
For the support base: 
provision ofgeneral information with regard 
to the operation ofBLOSO, information and 
recommendations, regarding regional and 
local sports policy, infrastructural problems, 
and irnprovcmcnt of rc.cruitrncnt campaigns 
ofprovinci~1agcncics and sportsfcderations. 

Promotion: 
For the main adminimation: 
the planning and promotion of training 
courses, Sportsf campaigns, etc. 
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' , %(i e :  ;.. : . ,d  A, 

moet je beleven 

For the support base: 
the establishment of sports councils and 
participation in the activities of the provin- 
ciai sports council; help with staff training 
and the realization of promotional projects 

such as: pilot projects, Sports-are-Great 
projects, year themes, cooperative projects, 
the yearly Sports+ campaigns; support of 
activities by providing help with material and 
personnel; consultative support of BLOSO 
activities in and out of the BLOSO Sports 
Centres. 

* Supervision: 
A distinction needs to be made here beween 
the official inspections, carried out at the 
request of the various deparunents of the 
main administration, and observations in 
connection with the provision of aid and the 
assistance of its own and private organiza- 
tions: 
- Inspections: 
In connection with grants in the form of 
sports equipment; grants for private sports 
camps; evaluation of the advisability of facili- 
ties; verification of the use of promotional 
grants; the recognition of municipal sports 
centres for the purpose of the subsidization 
of sports functionaries; requests for exemp- 
tion from property taxation. 
- Obsmations: 
In connection with reception of equipment; 
the activities of sport federations, sports 
functionaries, sports councils, the perfor- 
mance ofassignments by part-time assistants, 
etc. 

The diversity and extent of the tasks which 
must be carried out by the inspector as head 
of the Provincial BLOSO Spons Inspection 
Agency makes it necessary for him to cal1 in 
the assistance of Ml-time consultants. Their 
tasks and assignments are mainly related to 
the areas of information and promotion: 



- Informationjör the main adminktration: 
tbe passing on of information and data (for 
example, investigations in connection with 
training courses, the performance of course 
administrators). 
- Infomzationfor the support base: 
the provision of general information about 
the operation of BLOSO to public admini- 
strations, spons functionaries, sports coun- 
cils, pacesetrers, associations, individuals); 
giving advice on using credits for teachers; 
the organization of information meetings on 
certain themes (for example, sports insuran- 
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ce, and rental funds); the organization of 
pacesetter meetings; providing help with 
dossier requirements (such as preliminary 
requests for sports facilities, recognition for a 
municipal sports centre or as a commune for 
the "Sports-are-Great" project). 
- Promotionfor the main adminiavation: 
participation in the organization and promo- 
tion oftraining courses, specific projects, and 
its own projects. 
- Promotionfor tbesupport base: 
assisting local administrators, sports func- 
tionaries, sports councils, pacesetters, asso- 
ciations, setting up special projects (such as a 
spons academy, pilot project, neighbour- 
hood spons service); the loan of resonrces 
(promotional material, sports equipment) 
and help with technical matters (such as 
Sports+ insurance, regulations, technica1 
documentation on sports, awards and trop- 
hies). 



1 1992: BLOSO AS EUROPEAN PACESETTER I 

>> 
T h e  Community shdi adopt measures 

with the aim of progressively establishing 
the internal market over a period expiring 
on 31 December 1992 .... The internal mar- 
ket shall comprise an area without inter- 
nal frontiers in which the free movement 
of goods, persons, services and capital is 
ensured ..."*. 
The Single European Act which went into 
effect on July 1, 1987 has, after thirty 
years**, given an unexpected impetus to 
European integration. The present goal is a 
single European market. By the end of 1992 
the 276 guidelines which the European 
Commission compiled in its widely discus- 
sed White Paper are to be approved by the 
Council ofMinisters. In addition, they must 
be made inco national laws or decrees in the 
Twelve Member States of the European 
Community. In our country, the wave of 
Europeanization has at present resulted in 
more jurisdiction being passed to European 
institutions than went to the regional 
governments through successive constitu- 
tional reforms. 
On January 1,1993, the borders between the 
Twelve are to be officially removed, which 
wil1 mem the creation of a single market of 
320 million people. Something like that does 
not happen in one day. European economic 
unification is a gradual process which, to 
a large extent, must be completed before 
the end of 1992. Now people are already 
dreaming aloud about a following phase: a 
monetary and even a political union. 
It is evident that the free movement of peo- 
ple, goods, services and capital wil1 have its 
effect on sports. Yet the Euro-virus has not 
invaded the sports sector. It is also tme that 
sports affairs do not have any priority for the 
European institutions. This was admitted on 
French television by Jacques Delors, Chair- 
man of the European Commission, the first 
part of 1989. It was not until1985 when the 
Adonnino Report was approved that Sports 
became a subject of policy for the European 
Community. Since then it serves mainly to 
promote the "Citizen's Europe" concept. In 
other words, to  strengthen the European 
identity and to improve communication 
among the residents of the various Member 
States. 

The first reaction from the sports sector was 
directed against the European liberal'iation 
policy. It came from the UEFA. Not sur- 
prisingly, since the European Parliament 
believes that free movement of employees 
also applies to professional athletes. Espe- 
cially the transfer systemofthesoccerleagues 
came under fire. "Modern slave trade, con- 
trary to the rules offree competition," it was 
called. 
Using every means at its disposal, the UEFA 
tried to show that economic principles do 
not rigidly apply to sports. The controversy 
resembles a mg-of-war which no doubt wil1 
be settled by the European Court of Justice. 
It would not be the first time that profes- 
sional sports were proved to be wrong in 
court. The decisions Walrave and Koch 
(1974), Dona (1976) and Heylens (1987) 
which forced, respectively the International 
Cycling Union, the Italian Soccer League 
and the French Eederation of Soccer Train- 
ers to strike their colours created important 
precedents in this regard. 
The intentions of the European institutions 
with regard to sports met no governmental 
response until May 1988. It was then in 
Nanterre, near Paris, that the local go- 
vernment in cooperation with the Interna- 
tional Association for Management in Sports 
held a colïoquium on the challenge of 
1992 for sports policy. The meeting was 
preceded by a large-scale opinion poll which 
indicated that also in sports circles the 
creation of a single European market was 
considered to be THE event of 1992, much 
more so than the Olympic Games in Bar- 
celona. With themes such as the Euro- 
peanization of education and training, the 
financial implicahons of 1992 for sports, 
and the influence of the single market on 
the quaiity of sports equipment, the dis- 
cussion about 1992 and sports was ope- 
ned up. 
BLOSO also let its voice be heard. After dl, 
the Flemish sports administration has a 
reputation to  be maintained with regard to 
European sports. With initiatives such as the 
European "Sport-for-All" Charter and the 
"Clearing House", it is one of the leadiig 
lights of what has become a world-wide 
"Sport-for-All" movement. 



The first part of October 1988 the senior 
officials responsible for sports policy in the 
Twelve were brought to Flanders by 
BLOSO's Director-General, Armand Lams. 
The purpose of this consultation was to 
stimulate awareness and thought in each 
country about the impact of 1992 on the 
local sports sector. The group's eventual 
goal is to develop a vision of sports in a 
nnited Europe and to work out a strategy 
which will make it possible to have a joint 
governmental approach to inter-European 
sports affiirs. In a following phase an inte- 
grated policy plan and a concrete plan of 
action will be submitted to the European 
institutions. This will not 6e an easy assign- 
ment, especially in a continually evolving 
context. 
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In the participating sports administrations 
further work is being done on this European 
assignment. The need for joint action has led 
to the establisbmentofaninformalEuropean 
lobby "Delbeccha", which is composed of 
senior officials responsible for national 
sports policies. The group was named after 
the hotel in Dilbeek where the first discus- 
sions were held. 
"Delbeccha" is based on the idea that 
governmental representation must have 
more say in European decision-making in the 
area of sports. It is unacceptable for the top 
administrators that the European Commis- 
Sion should only seek contact with non- 
governmental organizations (a work group 
exists for the national Olympic committees). 
Instead, a governmental advisory body must 

be established for the European institutions 
as a first step in the development of a full- 
fledged sports suucture within the adminis- 
stration ofthe European Commission. At the 
moment, only one of the approximately 
10,000 functionaries is concerned with 
sports, and this is not his only duty. 
The European institntions do not have to 
develop a sports policy themselves. They 
only need to create the conditions whichwill 
allow the national and regional governments 
to carry out a European-orientated sports 
policy. There has been agreement on this 
point among both the senior officials of the 
sports administrations and the representati- 
ves of the European Commission since the 
first contacts. ~~~ - - ~ ~~~~ ~ ~ 

Onc ofthe problcms that rcmain is a possihle 
overlapping\vith thc activitirsofrheCouncil 
of Europc. The Council of Europe is another 
~ u r o ~ e a n  cooperative effort which unites 23 
West European nations and which, in con- 
trast with the European Community, is active 
especially in the "soft sectors." Meritorious 
work has definitely been done in the area of 
sports. The Council of Europe is not able to 
do much more than to make recommenda- 
tions, however. Moreover, the recommen- 
dations do not always get to the policy- 
makers for whom they are intended. The 
European Commission, on the other hand,, 
issues guidelines which are binding for the 
Twelve Member States. This provides more 
possibilities for sports as well. 
Within the European context BLOSO has 
committed itself to promote a sports pres- 
ence in the "ERASMUS" project by which 
the European Commission strives for a con- 
tinual exchange of young Europeans from 
the various Member States. Intemniversity 
cooperative programmes are intended to in- 
crease the mobility of stndents and instruc- 
tors. For example, a pilot project is presently 
under way in the "ERASMUS" programme, 
which allows students, by means of a point 
system, to put together a course packet from 
courses offered at different European Uni- 
versities which wil1 apply toward their edu- 
cation and diploma. In Flanders, the Univer- 
sities of Ghent (historians) and of Leuven 
(engineers) have been selected for this pro- 
gramme. 



The figures indicate that especially students 
of law and languages make use of "ERAS- 
MUS." The international dimension of 
sports has not yet been extended int0 aca- 
demic education. Therefore, BLOSO devel- 
oped the idea of setting up a kind of alter- 
native "ERASMUSnproject forsportswhich 
would also be open to other educational 
forms in addition to those of the university. 
The "Flemish Staff Training Commission" 
would appear to be the most suitable agency 
for workingit out.The French, for their part, 

have undertaken to make a study on the 
harmonization ofthe training courses and on 
the equivalence of sports certificates. 
These are just two ofthe initiatives started by 
the "Delbeccha" group. "Delbeccha" can - .  
only accomplish its purpose as a consultation 
group if the responsible senior officials can - 
exchánge ideas ;egularly. It has been agreed 
that the country which chairs the Council of 
Ministers - the chairmanship rotates every six 
months - will serve as host for the semi- 
annual "Delbeccha" consultation. On this 
occasion, the sports situation is evaluated in 
the single-market context. Afterwards, re- 
commendations are made to the respective 
sports ministers. Within the European Com- 

munity, the Ministers still have, next to the 
Parliament and the Commission, the last 
word. 
"Delbeccha" is not the only BLOSO initia- 
tive in the framework of 1992. At the end of 
1988, in connection with the "Flanders 
Lives" exhibition in Ghent, a study evening 
was set up on sports in the single market. 
About 300 policy-makers from various sec- 
tions of the Flemish sports world were in 
attendance. Experts from Flanders and from 
other countries gave special emphasis to the 
consequences of economic unification for 
sports. It also appears that sports and re- 
creation, as econornic and social factors in 
the single market, can make a number of 
important contributions in areas such as 
employment. 
European integration is not just a matter of 
economics. The unification movement pre- 
supposes a far-reaching change in mentality. 
In this area, too, the Flemish sports admi- 
nistration wishes to make a contribution. 
"BLOSO goes European" was the slogan of 
the BLOSO sports camps held in 1989 for 
young people from the Twelve. Seven Italian 
groups and one Portuguese group made use 
of the opportunity and enrolled in the 
"Eurosport camps" at Blankenberge, Bmges 
and SintJan-in-Eremo. The language 
problems were not insurmonntable, and 
each camp was a very consuuctive expe- 
rience, both for the Flemish and for the 
guests from other countries. 
Such initiatives may not appear very impres- 
sive. But if other countries wonld follow the 
Flemishexample, ifregionaland localpolicy- 
makers develop an increased awareness of 
the European idea, ifexchanges in the area of 
sports are made on alarge scale, ifpermanent 
means of consultation develop among the 
European establishments (both governmen- 
tal andnon-governmental) then, at the endof 
1992, the sports sector wil1 not be confron- 
ted with faits accomplis. 
The need for a Europe-wide sports policy is 
increasing day by day. European integration 
during the nineties could provide the new 
impulse which is presently being actively 
sought in Flanders. Bnt the sports sector will 
have to take a firm stand, othenvise it will be 
quickly overrun by other interest groups. 



Much wil1 no doubt depend on the influence We hope they are, with "Delbeccha", on the 
which the sports sector can have on right wave length in order to react in an 
European policy-making. It would be ideal if appropriate way to the new challenges for 
governmental and non-governmental agen- spons in a united Europe. 
cies could speak to  the European Parliament 
and the Europeau Commission with one 
voice. Until that is the case - and our 
experience with the Council of Europe has 
tauaht US that the two sometimes get tangled * Ahie J3 of tbe Sis#& Euqcan Act (now a d  8 a  

v - 
up in each other's wheels - the various sports ~ h $ ~ ~ , " ~ f . ~ ~ k ,  wbich tbs Bcom>mic 
ministers wil1 probably be guided in their ~~~~~~j~ war m ~ ~ ~ b e d  &,,,j w h h ~  ar 
decisions mainly by their own administra- "E~~opcan Cowiimtion, " daterfiom Mavch 25, 1 957. 



Malfait Huben, Autumn walk, 1958 
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